
Public meetings
You can attend any of the eight public 
meetings which will be held across the 
country during September and October.  
If you are interested in attending please 
register through our website  
www.ihrec.ie
The public meetings will take place from 
10.30 to 13.00 at the following locations:

Cork 16 September 2015 
Millennium Hall, Cork City Council,  
Eglington Street, Cork 

Waterford 17 September 2015 
The Edmun d Rice Heritage Centre,  
Mount Sion, Barrack Street, Waterford

Limerick 23 September 2015 
Limerick City & County Council,  
Merchant’s Quay, Limerick

Galway 24 September 2015 
The Institute for Lifecourse & Society, 
Dangan, North Campus, NUI Galway

Longford 29 September 2015  
The Family Centre, St Mel’s Road,  
Longford

Dublin 01 October 2015  
Woodquay Venue, Dublin City Council 
Civic Offices, Dublin 8

Sligo 07 October 2015 
Northside Community Centre,  
Holborn Hill, Sligo

Letterkenny 08 October 2015  
Regional Cultural Centre,  
46 Port Road, Letterkenny, Co.Donegal

Our proactive outreach 
approach
We consulted directly with young people 
on 30 June in Pearse Street Library, Dublin 
2. It was a great event with lots  
of useful input from the participants.

We are holding a targeted consultation 
meeting with NGOs working on equality 
and human rights issues. We are also  
consulting with rights holders who 
have direct experiences of discrimination 
and human rights issues.

As not everyone will be in a position to 
attend public meetings the consultation 
will go to places where people are  
gathering! We are going to the Ploughing 
Championships, a national public event 
taking place on 22-24 September 2015. 

What happens after the 
public consultation? 
We will prepare a report of the  consulta-
tion based on all the feedback we receive. 
This will inform the development of the 
Strategy Statement 2016-2018 which will 
be launched on 10 December 2015.

Where can I get more information about the  
public consultation?
Information about the public consultation is available on our website  
www.ihrec.ie. You can also contact our Public Engagement Team by telephone at (01) 
8589601 or at the following address:

Coimisiún na hÉireann um Chearta an Duine 
agus Comhionannas
16-22 Sráid na Faiche,
Baile Átha Cliath 7, D07 CR20, Éire

Irish Human Rights and Equality Commission
16-22 Green Street,
Dublin 7, D07 CR20,
Ireland

Public Consultation

Strategy Statement 2016-2018



Why is the  
Commission having  
a public consultation? 
The Irish Human Rights and Equality  
Commission (the Commission) is  
publishing its first Strategy Statement  
on 10 December 2015. 

The Strategy Statement will guide  
our work for the period 2016-2018.  
We are committed to preparing this 
Strategy in a way that listens to the 
views of interested organisations  
and individuals. 

The Commission was established  
on 1 November 2014, under the  
Irish Human Rights and Equality  
Commission Act 2014 (IHREC Act 2014) 
as an independent national human 
rights and equality institution. 

This independence is established  
by the appointment of all members  
of the Commission by our Head of 
State, President Michael D. Higgins. 

The Commission is accountable to the 
Oireachtas for its statutory functions.  
Our purpose is to protect and promote 
human rights and equality in Ireland. 

We aim to build a welcoming  
organisation that nurtures a culture  
of respect for human rights, equality  
and intercultural understanding. 

What is the public  
consultation about?
During the consultation we would like to: 
• Inform key stakeholders and the  

public about the Commission and  
its strategic goals

• Consult on activities for the  
implementation of our first Strategy 
Statement 2016-2018

We welcome your views on our goals  
and direction for the future

We are proposing five goals:

• Goal 1: Leadership 

• Goal 2: Pro-active approach  
to monitoring and compliance

• Goal 3: Interdependence of  
civil, political, economic, social  
and cultural rights 

• Goal 4: Making Rights Real

• Goal 5: Intercultural Understanding

Our goals were developed in the context 
of our mandate and functions as set  
out in the Irish Human Rights and  

Equality Act 2014 (2014 Act). The overall 
general functions of the Commission  
are described under Section 10(1) of the 
2014 Act as follows:

(a) To protect and promote human rights 
and equality,

(b) To encourage the development of  
a culture of respect for human  
rights, equality, and intercultural  
understanding in the State,

(c) To promote understanding and  
awareness of the importance of  
human rights and equality in  
the State,

(d) To encourage good practice in  
intercultural relations, to promote  
tolerance and acceptance of  
diversity in the State and respect  
for the freedom and dignity of each 
person, and

(e) To work towards the elimination of 
human rights abuses, discrimination 
and prohibited conduct. 

A full list of our functions under the 2014 
Act is available from the following link: 
www.irishstatutebook.ie

Who is the public  
consultation for?
We would like to hear from a diversity of 
people, groups and organisations who 
are interested in, and concerned about, 
human rights and equality including: 

• Non-governmental organisations 
concerned with the promotion  
or protection of human rights 
or equality

• Trade unions and other business,  
professional and social organisations

• Public bodies such as Government 
departments, local authorities,  
education bodies, Health Service 
Executive

• Members of the public

How? When? Where? 
There are a number of ways to participate 
in the public consultation. You can  
make a written submission or attend a 
public meeting. We are also engaging  
in proactive outreach.

How do I make a written 
submission?
You can make a written submission 
between 1st September 2015 and 9th 
October 2015. Information about how to 
make a written submission is available on 
our website www.ihrec.ie. If you wish  
you can download a form which includes 
specific questions. Or if you prefer you 
can complete a shorter online survey. 


