Welcoming Address of the Mayor of Galway, Councillor Terry Flaherty.
on the occasion of the Human Rights Commission  Public Consultation Meeting
27 November. 6.30 pm – Siobhain McKenna Theatre, Arts Millenium Building, NUI, Galway.

---------------
President Maurice Manning of the Human Rights Commission, Ladies and Gentlemen and Fellow citizens of Galway,

---------------
· It is my great pleasure and privilege as Mayor to welcome the Human Rights Commission of Ireland to Galway.  This is the first time that the Commission has met in a formal session outside Dublin.  I salute NUI, Galway for hosting this meeting earlier today.  

· Indeed, this is the first time that the Commission will meet with the public to listen and learn from the hopes and expectations of ordinary citizens.  I welcome all of you have turned out tonight.  This is all about you  - and I take great civic pride to see you here tonight.
· One of the architects of the Universal Declaration on Human Rights of 1948 - and therefore one of the reasons we are here today - was Mrs Eleanor Roosevelt.  She once said that human rights begin in small places – in shops, in factories, in countless conversations over tea, in the home and on the street.  This is so true.  The reason for this is simple.  Justice is something that belongs to the people.  It is not something imposed from above.  
· That is why I am so glad to see the first ever Human Rights Commission of Ireland open up to the public and become, as it were, a People’s Commission.  I am particularly proud that the first ever such meeting is taking place in Galway.  
· A human rights issue can be intellectualised to death.  But it is only through the raw edges of human experience that these issues are given life and meaning.  I think you will find that all of the burning issues of rights and justice that consume so much intellectual resources in the policy-making branches of Government are well represented by the lives of the people who are before you today.  I think the Commission will find the experience rewarding.  
· President Manning, one of the key concerns of the Human Rights Commission as stated in your Strategic Plan includes a concern for social justice or economic, social and cultural rights.  I believe you want to focus tonight’s listening exercise on these issues.   This is of course one of the burning issues of the day.  A well informed debate is long over due on the subject.  I greatly welcome your presence in the City of Galway and I trust your experience will encourage you to carry your mission around the country.
--------------

Again, in my capacity as Mayor, I very much welcome this visit and hope it is the first of many.

Thank You.

--------------- 
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