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1) What does the Monitoring Group do 
· Casework

· Helpline

· Website

· Rural Racism

· Min Quan

2) Why should we tackle hate crime? 
· Hate crime causes more psychological damage to the victim as it represent a personal attack on the victim’s identity 

· Hate crime victimises not only the immediate target of the crime but also indirectly victimises every member of the community
· It causes social exclusion and segregation. Members of victimised groups feel unable to participate in social activities because of fear of crime 

· Tackling hate crime through criminal law acts as a deterrence and as a social educator to potential perpetrators 
3) What are the main drivers for the debate in the UK

· The scale of the problem of racial harassment, homophobia and domestic has began to get recognised during the last 5 years 

· The campaign by the family of Stephen Lawrence and the report from the Macpherson Inquiry lay foundations for a more victim centred orientation to tackling racism 

· Community campaigns from Blair Peach through to Stephen Lawrence, have highlighted failures in police investigations and in the prosecution of perpetrators 
· Debate on the restriction of freedom of speech to safeguard communities 
· Work of Metropolitan Police Service Race and Violent Task Forces and lessons from policing in US
4) What the current problems from TMG casework with victims 
· Community campaigns prior to the act did not raise the issue of leniency of sentences but problems with the investigation and prosecution process
· Racial aggravated sentence not necessary indicator of level of racism in perpetrator 
· Adding an another hurdle can make the situation worse 

· Problems in defining racial aggravation – is demonstration of hostility enough? What is mens rea test for hostility? 
· The complexities involved in examining motivation gives room for backlash for juries and press
· It is actually used widely against black communities 

· The racial aggravating issue was possible to examine prior to the act 

5) What should we do now 
· Legal duty for police to investigate racist incidents and for CPS to present racial factor to courts 

· Police investigation involving racial element to be handled by specialist units

· Provisions for gathering evidence in cases of repeat incidents 

· Improvement funding for use of civil law remedies for victims 

· Statutory file review involving victims prior to taking to court

· No plea bargaining on race cases

· Continue to look at race as aggravating factor in sentencing  

