Minutes of the Meeting of the Human Rights Commission
of 2 August 2001
Apologies: Katherine Zappone, Tom O'Higgins, Gerard Quinn
The minutes of the meeting of the Commission on 20 July were approved, subject to the following changes:
p.1
The final line should read: "It was agreed to keep the applications of all reserved candidates on file";
p.3 
the reference to Jane's attendance at a forthcoming meeting in September should be to a meeting of three members of the former European Commission of Human Rights and the reference to the Association should be to "1'Association des amis de la Commission".

p.4
The relevant date for the Commission's meeting in November should be 8 November.

Matters Arising 
Staff

The temporary administrator and temporary personal assistant will start their employment on 3 September. Sophie Magennis has requested an advance on salary to cover her moving from France to here. The Department of Finance has given its approval. It was agreed by the Commission to give its approval as well.

The Chief Executive

The President reported that the Minister for Justice supported our view regarding salary. A meeting with officials of the Department of Finance and of Justice, Equality and Law Reform had not yet taken place; the officials had said that they did not need to meet the Commission's delegation. It was agreed to ratify the view that we had taken on the matter of salary.  It was also agreed that the President should write to the Secretaries of the two Departments stating that, at its first formal meeting, the Commission had ratified its view, in Shadow form, regarding the salary issue.

Premises

Further discussions on the respective merits and drawbacks of the premises at Montague Street and Red Cow Lane took place. It was agreed that negotiations on the former premises should be opened by the OPW.

The Attornev General's Visit

The Attorney General will come to the Commission on 30 August to speak to us at his request.

The Sinnott Supreme Court Judgment

It was agreed to revise the draft of our public statement on the Sinnott case.  The President, Olive, Jane and Gerard will form a sub-committee on this.  The question of how the Commission should respond to situations that suddenly occur and may need a response is being addressed by the Committee on How We Do Our Business and the Procedure Committee.

The Garda Paper on Human Rights Training Programme

After extensive discussion of the Paper, it was agreed that Fionnuala and Robert will liaise to produce our response, which the President will send to the Garda Siochana with an invitation to meet us.
The European Convention Bill Submission

It was agreed that the President and William should set a date for the lawyers' group, perhaps at the end of the third week of August, so that we can have a working document for 30 August.

Draft Standing Orders

Extensive discussion took place on how best the Commission should deal with the matter of voting and consensus. There was agreement that certain aspects of the Commission's work, such as determining what complaints should be followed up by way of investigation, would have to be capable of being resolved by vote, where necessary. It was also agreed that a Commissioner's dissenting opinion could be recorded. The next meeting of the Procedure Committee is on 23 August.
Items for next Meeting's Agenda

It was agreed that next meeting's agenda should include 
(i) 
how the role of the Chief Executive is reflected in the minutes and 
(ii) 
paternity/maternity entitlements.

Conferences and Other Upcoming Events
The Commission has been asked to send a representative to the Strasbourg Conference on the Participation of Women in Preventing and Resolving Conflicts, on 21-22 September. Olive will be our representative; if she is unable to go, Katherine will; if she cannot, Nuala will.

Michael will be attending the Pre-Conference of National human rights institutions before the UN Racism Conference in Durban.

Jane will be attending a Conference on the Abolition of Capital Punishment at Galway, organised by Professor Schabas, where she will chair one of the sessions.
The President will be giving a lecture on human rights at the Humbert Summer School at the end of August.

Offences Against the State Acts Committee's Interim Report

It was agreed that we should acquire a copy of the Interirr Report.

Donal Barrington 

30th August 2001
Minutes of the Human Rights Commission 30th August 2001

Apologies: Michael, Clodach, Fionnuala and Gerard

The minutes were read and approved.

The Sinnot Case

Chief Executive

The President reported that he has received a holding letter in the absence of the Secretary General of the Department of Finance and a very strongly supportive letter from the Secretary General of the Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform.

I t was agreed that, if necessary, we should press for a meeting with the Department of Finance and, if that is not successful, the Minister. The Commission's delegation should consist of the President, Olive, Tom and Mervyn.

Temporary Staff

The temporary staff are starting their employment next Monday. Nuala reported that the Department of Finance considered that the question of supervision of its staff is a matter which the Commission should address in due course. The temporary administrator will be responsible to the President. The grievance procedure and the question of duration of contracts are matters to be addressed by the employment sub-committee.

Premises

No architects' reports have yet been received on the two premises but some difficulties attach to both. The Montague Street premises has problems as to lift access but these may be capable of resolution. The Red Cow Lane premises has a problem regarding the ceilings and capacity for sub-division. Premises in Tara Street may possibly be suitable. Robert emphasised the need for an adequately sized boardroom.

---
Draft Submission on the European Convention Bill

It was agreed that commissioners who are lawyers and any other interested commissioners should meet in the Hatch Street premises on Monday 10 September at 3.00 p.m. to discuss the Draft Submission. William will circulate a document before then to all Commissioners.

Proposed Joint Meeting: with the Northern Commissioners

The President reported that he had received a letter from Brice Dickson regarding the meeting. It was agreed that the President should reply that it would suit our Galway and Cork Commissioners to meet in Dublin but that we are happy to have Brice Dickson's views as to the possibility of meeting in Belfast. It was agreed that the 11th October should be the suggested date. The reserve dates, in descending order of preference, should be Tuesday, 2nd October and Wednesday, 26th September.

All-Ireland Committee

There was discussion on the possible number of delegates from our Commission. It was agreed that we should suggest six or seven with an alternative for each delegate. The work of the Committee should include an audit of rights protected North and South with a view to preparing the Charter. This audit would seek to identify the human rights instruments to which the North and South had respectfully subscribed.

Pat Finnucane Centre

People who allege that their family members have been victims of political assassination by loyalist organizations with the possible complicity of the RUC who want to tell their story to the Northern Commission and our Commission. If Brice is participating, the President will go along to the meeting at Monaghan.

It was agreed that the Commission should in due course develop procedures to ensure that we can distinguish between political matters and human rights issues.

Minutes
3rd ordinary meeting of the Irish Human Rights Commission

20.9.01 European Room, Dublin Castle

Attendance

Apologies 
William Binchy, Olive Braiden, Martin Collins, Clodach McGrory, Fionnuala Ní Aoláin
Present 
Commissioners
Judge Donal Barrington, Robert Daly, Suzanne Egan, Michael Farrell, Nuala Kelly, Jane Liddy, Tom O'Higgins, Gerard Quinn, Mervyn Taylor, Katherine Zappone
Staff


Sophie Magennis
1.
Minutes of 2nd ordinary meeting - 30.8.01

Amendment made to paragraph "Temporary Staff", second line: "supervision" replaced with "superannuation".

2.
Matters arising out of the minutes

No comments.

3.
Administrator's Report

3.1
Telephone lines

Due to problems encountered with the existing telephone extensions at the Hatch street office it was agreed that external telephone lines would be leased from Eircom.

3.2
Access to funds

A resolution was passed authorising the President to open a bank account(s) in the name of the IHRC (see attached).

Pending the appointment of the CEO the Administrator - as acting Chief Executive Officer

pro tem - will act as accounting officer for the IHRC. In this capacity she will request that the Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform (D/JELR) authorise the IHRC to draw down funds from subhead B 01 into its own bank account.

3.3
Development of a Website and Corporate identity
A Committee on the Development of a Website and Corporate Identity was established with the following members; SE, GQ, KZ, Sophie Magennis (SM) and the President ex officio. The Committee was mandated to select a design company or companies on the basis of proposals received. A draft website and proposals for a logo/motif will be developed and made available to Commissioners for comment.

3.4
Visit to the NIHRC

The Administrator will visit the NIHRC to discuss administrative matters and the NIHRC's experience of residential meetings in preparation for the IHRC's study conference on 24 and 25 October.

3.5
E-mail communications

The Administrator will seek proposal and quotes from companies and D/JELR regarding the establishment and securing of e-mail communications for the IHRC. She will also consult with the Equality Authority which has contracted D/JELR to operate its e-mail system.

4
Chief Executive Officer

4.1
Salary

The President reported that Geraldine Larkin (D/JELR) had informed him that D/Finance would write to him shortly regarding the CEO's salary. It was agreed that if no such letter was forthcoming in the next few days the President would write to D/Finance.

4.2 
"Committee on Appointment of CEO"

Clarification was offered concerning the mandate of the "Committee on Appointment of CEO" (as entitled in the provisional list of committees circulated to Commissioners on 13.9.01).

The Committee was charged with drafting the advertisement for the position of CEO and selecting an employment agency (see minute of 22 March 2001). The Committee had not been charged with appointing a CEO and it was always envisaged that an interview panel would be drawn from among members of the Commission. The President said that the question of whether the Commissioners or P/E Consultants (the agency selected) should carry out an initial screening of applications received should be considered at a later stage (such consideration may be dependent on the number of applications received).

5
Premises

SM and NK will visit 2 properties on 21.9.01 and report back. NK will meet Joe Linders in this connection.

6
Question of Appointing Investigating Officer

Arising out of concern that numerous written communications have been received from individuals (several dating back to early 2001) and that the issuing of holding letters is an unsatisfactory way of dealing with such communications, the President invited the Commission to consider appointing an investigating officer as soon as possible.
The general feeling was that the CEO should be appointed first in advance of any further recruitment. NK suggested the Commission could draft a job specification for an investigating officer which the CEO could feed into.
It was agreed that the need for an investigating officer highlighted the importance of appointing a CEO as soon as possible.

7
Report on the World Conference on Racism

7.1
Report

MF presented his report on the Conference and identified the usefulness of attending the Conference: MF's speech to the Conference was widely reported on giving exposure to the IHRC and it provided a good opportunity for networking with other national human rights institutions, national NGOs and the official Irish delegation to the Conference.

7.2
National Follow-up Conference

Brian Burdekin - Special Advisor to the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, Mary Robinson, on national institutions - has asked the IHRC to hold a national "follow-up" conference in Ireland (Mary Robinson would be interested in speaking at such an event). MF suggested that the IHRC consider hosting such a conference jointly with the NCCRI.

7.3
European Co-ordinating Group Meeting
En marge of the Conference, the meeting of the European Co-ordinating Group on the island of Ireland early next year was discussed. The topics for the Conference will be: the role of national human rights institutions in conflict resolution and the role of national institutions in the follow-up to the World Conference on Racism. The date and venue (ie in Dublin or both Dublin and Belfast) remain undecided.

Item 8 

Committee on Approach to Work and

Item 10
Study Conference - 24.9.01 & 25.9.01

KZ, SM and the President met with Maureen Lynott who will act as facilitator at the Study Conference on 11.9.01. The President will contact Ms Lynott regarding the agenda for Conference and SM will report back on discussions with the NIHRC concerning their experience of residential meetings.

9
Committee on Rules of Procedure

JL said that a report on the work of the Committee and a revised version of the Rules of Procedure will be circulated shortly.

11
IHRC/NIHRC Joint meeting - Belfast - 8.11.01

11.1
Agenda

The President and the Chief Commissioner of the NIHRC will draw up an agenda based on the minutes of the previous joint meeting.

11.2
Establishment of the Joint Committee
The Joint Committee will be established at this meeting. It is envisaged that the Committee shall be composed of no more that 5 or 6 representatives from each Commission. The IHRC will select its representatives at its next ordinary meeting. The President invited Commissioners to give some thought to this matter and suggested that representatives be elected by straight vote in order of preference.

12
Croatian Conference

The President had received an invitation to attend a conference in Croatia from UN High Commissioner, Mary Robinson which he had declined citing a prior commitment on that

date. Given that the IHRC is not yet fully operational, it was decided that the Commission would have little to contribute to such a conference at this stage. It was therefore decided not to send a representative to the conference as the expense involved could not be justified.

13
Future meetings, conferences etc.

GQ will speak at a seminar on the European Social Charter to be held in Ireland in February 2002. The seminar will be organised by the Council of Europe, the EU Commission and the Irish Centre for European Law at TCD.

In addition he is researching the use of human rights instruments in the area of disability for the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights. The research papers will be launched in December 2001/January 2002 in Dublin or Geneva or possibly both.

SE is to speak at a conference on 20 Oct 2001. Her contribution will concern refugee law and she will be speaking in her personal capacity.

MF has declined an invitation from the Irish Penal Reform Trust to attend a conference due to prior commitments. He has suggested to the IPRT that they address an invitation to the President.

14
Any other business

The President reported he had received a communication concerning a community living on both sides of the border. He has contacted the Chief Commissioner of the NIHRC in this connection.

CMG has written to the President. She is taking maternity leave and presented her apologies for all meetings of the Commission until the end of this year. The President accepted her apologies as a reasonable request and will write to her in this connection.

MF requested that the question of co-hosting a national follow-up to the World Conference on Racism be included in the agenda for the next ordinary meeting.

Donal Barrington

11th October 2001

Minutes
4th ordinary meeting of the Irish Human Rights Commission

11.10.01 European Room, Dublin Castle

Attendance

Apologies

Michael Farrell, Clodach McGrory, Fionnuala Ni Aolain, Tom O’Higgins
Present

Judge Donal Barrington, William Binchy, Olive Braiden, Martin

Collins, Robert Daly, Suzanne Egan, Nuala Kelly, Jane Liddy, Gerard Quinn, Mervyn Taylor, Katherine Zappone

Staff


Grainne Blessing, Sophie Magennis

1
Minutes of the 3rd ordinary meeting - 20.9.01

No comments

2
Matters arising from the minutes

No comments
3
Administrators report

The Commission decided not to contract a press cuttings service (see item 6 of the administrators report) and instead decided to order daily delivery of one foreign and 3 national newspapers. The Administrator is to take cuttings of any relevant articles and keep them on file.

4
C.E.O.

The Commission was informed that the Department of Finance had agreed to remuneration of the C.E.O. (once appointed) at the level of Assistant Secretary in the civil service. The advertisement for the post would be placed in the national press tomorrow (12.10.01).
5
Premises
5.1
Commissioners who had viewed the property at Block 5, Harcourt Centre, Harcourt Road presented their views on the property. They were agreed that this property was the most suitable of all properties viewed to date. A decision was taken to authorise the opening of negotiations with the agent concerned and to contact OPW and the Department of Finance in this connection.

5.2
In the interim, the property committee will continue its work with a view to identifying other properties of interest, should agreement fail to be reached on the property at Harcourt Centre.
5.3
It was agreed that, in advance of moving into its future premises, the Commission should proceed with placing orders for furniture, elements for its library and requesting estimates from architects for floor plans and interior design.

6
Study conference 24&25 October 2001

6.1
Material (including the interim strategic plan and Commissioners papers on priorities) and an itinerary would be circulated to all Commissioners in advance of the study conference. The agenda for the conference is a matter for the conference facilitator.

6.2
Commissioners were informed of arrangements regarding remuneration of the Conference facilitator.

7
Joint meeting with the Northern Ireland Human Rights Commission - 8 November 2001. Discussion on selection of delegates to the Joint Committee of Representatives of the two Human Rights Commissions.

7.1
The Commission agreed to the President’s proposal for the conduct of elections to the Joint body as set out in his letter of 8 October 2001. In summary, the proposal provides that each Commissioner is to send a list of seven Commissioner's names whom he or she wish to see elected to the Joint Committee to the President or the Administrator. All votes are of equal value and regard will be taken of gender balance within the delegation to the Joint Committee (by way of analogy to Section 5(2) of the Human Rights Commission Act, 2000).

7.2
Further to a request by the President that Commissioners who could not or did not wish to act on the Joint Committee disqualify themselves from the election, the following Commissioners declared they did not wish to stand as candidates: Martin Collins, Robert Daly, Suzanne Egan, Gerard Quinn, Mervyn Taylor. The aforementioned stated they were willing to act as substitutes and expressed a wish to contribute to working groups/committees of the Joint Committee.

8.
Complaint received from an individual
The Commission decided it did not have jurisdiction to look into the individual’s complaint concerning appointments to the Commission as this was a matter for the Government.

9.
Committee on Rules of Procedure

A revised draft of the Rules of Procedure would be sent to all Commissioners on Friday 12 October 2001. JL invited any Commissioners who had a query concerning the text to contact her by telephone.

10.
Committee on the Incorporation of the ECHR
10.1
The text of the Commission's submission to the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Justice, Equality, Defence and Women's Rights would be finalised by WB together with GQ and SM.
10.2 
It was agreed that the text would be sent to all Commissioners, the aforementioned Oireachtas Committee and the following: the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform, the Attorney General, the Minister for Foreign Affairs, Deputy Shatter and Deputy Howlin.
11.
Ireland's First Report under the Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Racial Discrimination (CERD)

It was agreed that the Commission will participate in consultations on the text of Ireland's first report under CERD. In the first instance, SE would attend the one-day seminar - tentatively scheduled for 30 October 2001 - to be hosted jointly by the Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform and the Department of Foreign Affairs. MF was to be informed of the holding of the one-day seminar.
12.
Future meetings, conferences etc.
DL is lecturing law students at the Law Society oflreland on 15 October 2001. DL will attend the opening of the Equality Commission for Northern Ireland on 15&16 October 2001.

MC and DL will attend a seminar on the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights to be hosted by the ICEL on 9 November 2001. MC will attend in his capacity as a representative of Pavee Point.
SE will attend a lecture by Judge Wildhaber, President of the European Court of Human Rights on 11 October 2001.
KZ will attend a roundtable hosted by the Combat Poverty Agency concerning the development of their strategic plan on October 26.

13.
Any other Business
Communication received

13.1
It was agreed that the President would reply to a communication received requesting the Commissions assistance in respect of a dispute between a travelling community, a settled community and a local authority. The reply would explain that the Commission is not yet in a position to investigate complaints. It would also state that the Commission would refer the correspondents letter to the local authority should the correspondent so wish.

The Twenty-Fifth Amendment of the Constitution (Protection of Human Life in Pregnancy) Bill, 2001

13.2
On foot of a short discussion, given the lack of time remaining for this meeting, it was agreed to place this item on the agenda of the next ordinary meeting of the Commission.

Participation in Commission meetings via conference telephone call

13.3
It was noted that the Commission would not be in a position to provide conference call facilities prior to its installation in permanent offices for logistical reasons. The Administrator will look into the practicalities of providing conference call facilities at the Commission's permanent offices.
13.4
In this connection its was noted that quorum requirements could be fulfilled only by Commissioners physically present at Commission meetings.
Donal Barrington 
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Draft minutes
5th ordinary meeting of the Irish Human Rights Commission
24.10.01, Tulfarris House, Co. Wicklow
Attendance

Apologies
Robert Daly, Clodach McGrory, Fionnuala Ni Aohiin, Gerard Quinn
Present
Judge Donal Barrington, William Binchy, Olive Braiden, Martin Collins, Suzanne Egan, Michael Farrell, Nuala Kelly, Jane Liddy, Tom O'Higgins, Mervyn Taylor, Katherine Zappone
Staff

Grainne Blessing, Sophie Magennis
1
Minutes of the 4th ordinary meeting - 11.10.01

Minutes amended to note apologies received from Tom O'Higgins prior to the 4th ordinary meeting.

2
Matters arising from the minutes

No comments

3
Administrator's report

No comments
4
C.E.O.
The administrator absented herself for this item. See note prepared by Grainne Blessing.

5
Premises
Concern was expressed at the large size and estimated rental cost of the building at Block 5, Harcourt Centre, Harcourt Road. There was, however, agreement that this building was the best viewed to date and that it is the only building available immediately which fulfils the Commission's criteria.
A number of suggestions were made with a view to reducing rental costs. Firstly, it was agreed that the President would again raise the question of whether the Government could cover the rental cost with the Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform. Secondly the Commission would look into the possibility of subletting part of their premises or sharing with another body proposed by OPW, should the Commission have excess space in the first year or two of operation. Thirdly, the Commission would contact OPW regarding longer-term accommodation possibilities at Hatch St. Finally, it was noted that the annual rental cost would be taken into account each year when the Grant in Aid to the Commission is approved.

6
Study Conference 25 October 2001

Commissioners were informed that the facilitator of the study conference would present the Conference agenda at the opening of the Study Conference the following day.

7
Communications received from the Reform Movement and Justice for the Forgotten

The Commission agreed on the elements for a reply to both organisations to be issued by the President of the Commission.

8
The Twenty-Fifth Amendment of the Constitution (protection of Human Life in Pregnancy) Bill, 2001

The Commission discussed the question of whether it should develop and present observations on the Bill. A number of diverging views were expressed concerning; the possible outcome of discussions on the Bill, the "added value" of a Commission position in the context of the ongoing, complex debate, the question of whether elements of the Bill i.e. the criminalisation of abortion could be discussed in isolation and the desirability or otherwise of attempting to develop a position related to the controversial issue of abortion while the Commission is in its 'start-up phase'.

It was agreed that the item would be placed on the agenda of the next Commission meeting (22nd November 2001) and that if any Commissioner wished to express a view on this tem, their view should be submitted in writing to the secretariat prior to this meeting. Several Commissioners reiterated their reluctance to pursue discussions on this issue. Finally, it was agreed that a majority view of the Commission should not be imposed on a minority in this instance.

9
Future meetings, conferences etc.

The President and MC are to attend a seminar on the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights in Belfast on 8 November 2001.
The President is to present a lecture on human rights at UCC on 15 November 2001
Michael Farrell will chair a meeting on racism organised by TCD on 1 November 2001

10
Any other business

Amnesty International report on racism in Ireland
The Amnesty International Irish Section report on racism in Ireland was distributed to Commissioners.

Request from the Irish Penal Reform Trust (IPRT)

The IPRT wish to present a copy of their report" Out of mind out of sight: the solitary confinement of mentally ill prisoners" to the Commission on 6 December 2001 in the presence of a press photographer. As to the question of principle raised by this request, it was agreed that all such requests should be considered on a case by case basis. Commissioners were therefore invited to consult the report in question and contact the administrator before 1 November 2001 if they had any objections to responding positively to the request.

Request from the Forum of People with Disabilities

The Forum of People with Disabilities has requested that the Commission endorse its report "Advocacy: A Rights Issue". It was agreed that GQ would review the report and make a recommendation to the President in this connection.

Ireland's First Report under the Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination (CERD)

It was noted that a revised date of 12 November 2001 had been tentatively scheduled for the holding of the consultative seminar on the report to be hosted jointly by the Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform (D/JELR) and the Department of Foreign Affairs (DFA).

General Information Pack on the Commission

It was agreed that the administrator would prepare an information pack on the Commission and circulate the draft text to Commissioners for their approval.

Review of draft legislation

Emergency legislation

It was noted that the report of the Committee to Review the Offences Against the State Acts (OASA Committee) is expected by the end of November. It was agreed that the Commission should monitor developments as regards both the report and any post -11 September proposed legislation which may impact on human rights as defined in the Human Rights Commission Acts 2000 and 2001. In relation to the latter, it was noted that the Commission should liaise closely with the D/JELR and DF A.
Liaison with government departments

Official channels should be set up to facilitate the early circulation of draft legislation to the Commission.

In addition, it was suggested that the Commission should identify and contact the government departments responsible for the elaboration of periodic reports under international agreements.

Akman v Turkey - a case before the European Court of Human Rights

It was agreed that the Commission would seek leave to present a written submission to the Court in this case, subject to verification by the secretariat and President of the appropriate facts as regards the Court's striking out of the case.

Donal Barrington

22nd November 2001

Minutes
6th ordinary meeting of the Irish Human Rights Commission
22.11.01, Mansion House, Dawson St, Dublin 2
Attendance

Apologies
Gerard Quinn, Clodach McGrory, Fionnuala Ní Aoláin
Present
Judge Donal Barrington, William Binchy, Olive Braiden, Martin Collins, Robert Daly, Suzanne Egan, Michael Farrell, Nuala Kelly, Jane Liddy, Tom O'Higgins, Mervyn Taylor, Katherine Zappone
Staff

Grainne Blessing, Sophie Magennis
1
Draft Rules of Procedure

Note on consideration of this item to follow (no decisions to be taken on this issue at the Commission's next meeting).

2
Minutes of the 5th ordinary meeting - 24.10.01

2.1 
Two amendments were made to the text under sub-heading 8 on page 2 of the minutes. In the first paragraph the following text was added after the words 'start-up phase': "and that the issue of abortion is considered to be a significant women's human rights issue, consequently it is appropriate that the IHRC takes a view with regard to a Bill before the house which legislates on this issue".
2.2 
In the second paragraph the following text was deleted: "and that if any Commissioner wished to express a view on this item, their view should be submitted in writing to the secretariat prior to this meeting".

3
Matters arising from the minutes

3.1 
Information Pack on the Commission
The draft information pack on the Commission sent to Commissioners on 6.11.01 included a section on other bodies which protect human rights in Ireland. This section was dropped from the final version of the pack circulated at the Joint Committee meeting of 8.11.10.
 The administrator is to prepare a list of such bodies for inclusion in a revised version of the pack for the Commission's next meeting on 6.12.01. In addition, the Paris Principles will be included in the pack.
3.2
Akman v Turkey

On 30 October the Commission wrote to the European Court of Human Rights seeking leave to make a short submission to the Court's Grand Chamber should the case of Akman v Turkey be referred to it. The Commission was informed by the Registrar of the Court that a panel had refused to refer the case to the Grand Chamber and that the Court's judgment in the case of 26 June 2001 was now final.

4
Administrators report

Commissioner's expenses

4.1 
The administrator is to prepare a note on relevant guidelines for the Commission's next meeting.

Researchers

4.2 
It was agreed that the Commission would add to the agenda of its next meeting consideration of proposed terms of reference for researchers to carry out research into ( a) treatment of the elderly in public and private nursing homes and (b) emergency legislation including post September 11 legislation and existing legislation in Ireland.
4.3 
Draft terms of reference and a draft tender add for researchers on topic (a) above was circulated at the meeting. It was agreed that tenders for researchers should not be included in the IT / logo tender to be published shortly. It was also agreed that the draft terms of reference and background document should include; a reference to both international and domestic legal obligations, an indication of the fee payable and a request for detailed written proposals setting out methodology etc.
4.4 
It was noted that a supervisory group should be set up to supervise the work of the researchers.

5
C.E.O.

The final interviews for the position of C.E.O will be held on 7 December 2001.

6
Premises

The administrator is to report on progress made at the Commission's next meeting.

7
Follow-up to Joint Committee meeting of 8.11.01

7.1 
Commissioners were invited to submit their views on a Charter of Rights for the Island of Ireland in advance of the Joint Committee's next meeting on 13.11.01.
7.2 
As directed by the Joint Committee's meeting of 8.11.01, the President wrote to all registered political parties in the Republic of Ireland to inform them that the Joint Committee had been established, that it had commenced the task of drafting the Charter and that it was initiating a process of consultation with the public and political parties on the content of the Charter.

7.3 
Jane Liddy has been in contact with Christine Bell (CB) concerning the proposed audit of  human rights commitments entered into by the Irish and UK (as they apply to Northern Ireland) governments. CB has proposed updating an existing database of commitments and making it accessible via the web sites of both Commissions. Should any costs arise from the latter task, the IHRC will offer financial assistance.
8
Joint Committee Sub-Committee on Racism

8.1 
Michael Farrell (MF), Chairman of the Joint Committee Sub-Committee on Racism drew the Commission's attention to the minutes of the Committee's first meeting held on 13.11.01. He invited any Commissioner not present at the Joint Committee meeting of 8.11.01 (at which the Sub-Committee was established) to join the Sub-Committee if they so wished.
8.2 
MF also noted that an ECRI report on Ireland was due in March 2002 and that the Commission might consider making a written comment on Ireland's (awaited) first report under CERD for inclusion in the report.
8.3 
It was noted that the Sub-Committee plans to arrange a meeting with representatives from equality bodies on the island of Ireland en marge of the Equality Forum to be held in Dublin on 13 and 14 December 2001.

9
Follow-up to correspondence received concerning the situation of Travellers in Ennis, Co. Clare

The President reported that, on foot of correspondence received, he had written to Clare County Council regarding the situation of Travellers in Ennis. Martin Collins, who had recently visited Ennis, reported to the Commission on the general situation of Travellers in the area.

10
The Twenty - Fifth Amendment of the Constitution (Protection of Human Life in Pregnancy) Bill, 2001

The Commission considered the question of whether it should issue a public statement on the Bill. A number of diverging views were expressed and a paper was submitted by one Commissioner. The view of the majority was that if a reasonably consensual agreement on the question could be reached then a statement should be issued. It was agreed that a decision on this matter would be deferred to the Commission's next meeting.

11
Future meetings, conferences etc

Future meetings

11.1 
The Commission will meet on 24 January 2002 and every Thursday 4 weeks after that date, i.e. 21.2.01, 21.3.01, 18.4.01, 16.5.01, 13.6.01, 11.7.01, 8.11.01 ....
11.2 
At the request of the President, William Binchy will represent the Commission at the International Consultative Conference on School Education in relation to Freedom of Religion and Belief, Tolerance and Non-Discrimination taking place from 23-25 November 2001.

11.3 
Michael Farrell is to attend a follow-up meeting to the UN World Conference on Racism on 30 November. Also, see paragraph 8.3 above.
11.4
Judge Barrington and Sophie Magennis are to attend the Equality Forum on 13 and 14

December 2001.
11.5
Judge Barrington is to attend the following meetings:

On 23.11.01 he will chair a conference on the legal and social rights of the disabled at UCD

On 25.11.01 he will attend a Christmas Remembrance Mass in Armagh

On 28.11.01 he will attended a Lecture entitled "Crime Justice and Legal Literature in 19th Century Ireland in Dublin
On 29.11.01 he will attended the launch of the National Framework Committee on Equal Opportunities in Dublin.

Meetings attended

11.6 
At the request of the President, Jane Liddy represented the Commission at the CDVEC Curriculum Development Unit roundtable on human rights and education on 9 November 2001. At the meeting it was noted that there was a lack of human rights education in secondary schools post-Junior Cert and that the NCDE had funding available for development education projects. The CDVEC would keep in contact with the Commission regarding its work.

12
Any other business

Bill of Rights for Northern Ireland
12.1 
The Commission was informed that the NIHRC has requested the IHRC to comment on its draft Bill of Rights for Northern Ireland.

Items for the agenda of the Commission's next meeting

12.2 
The following items were proposed: the Charter of Rights for the island of Ireland, the Commission's observations on the proposed Garda training scheme and the proposals for a Garda inspectorate.

Donal Barrington
24th January 2002
� For reasons of confidentiality, the particulars of correspondence are not described in the Minutes of Commission meetings.  Internal note to Robert Daly, Clodach McGrory, Fionnuala Ni Aohiin and Gerard Quinn: a copy of the correspondence concerned is attached for your information.





� Internal note to Robert Daly, Clodach McGrory, Fionnuala Ni Aolain and Gerard Quinn. As you may not have received a copy of the IPRT report in the post yet, the deadline of I November for comments on the IPRT request should not apply to you.


� This section was dropped as the list of bodies for inclusion in this section was not finalised in time for the Joint


Committee meeting.





