Minutes of the 9th ordinary meeting of the Commission 21 February 2002

Mansion House Dublin, lpm

Apologies:
Suzanne Egan, Clodach McGrory

Present:
Judge Barrington, William Binchy, Olive Braiden, Martin Collins, Robert Daly, Michael Farrell, Nuala Kelly, Jane Liddy, Fionnuala Ni Aolain, Tom O'Higgins, Gerard Quinn, Mervyn Taylor, Katherine Zappone

Staff:

Grainne Blessing, Sophie Magennis

1
Minutes of the 8th ordinary meeting of the Commission
1.1 At paragraph 7.2 "The add" was replaced with "The tender document". At paragraph 9 "discuss" was replaced with "prepare for".

1.2 The minutes were approved as an accurate record of the meeting.

2
Minutes of the extraordinary meeting of the Commission of 31 January 2002
The Minutes were approved as an accurate record of the meeting.

3 
Matters arising from the minutes
No comments.

4
Administrator's Report

4.1 It was agreed that the sub-committee on the website, logo and computer network would review the draft invitations to tender for the logo, website, and the computer network. Once approved by the sub-committee these documents will be published in a format to be decided upon by the sub-committee.

4.2 Appendix C of the draft invitation to tender for the website contains a list of external links. It was agreed that wording would be added to appendix C to specify that the list is non-exhaustive.

4.3 It was noted that, in the context of the publication of the Commission's observations on the European Convention on Human Rights Bill, 2001, the Commission should call for further debate on the issue.

5
Extension of temporary contracts

5.1 It was agreed that ******** should be offered a five-month contract, on the same terms as her present contract, subject to a 5% increase in salary, with the entitlement to add to the period of her leave the number of days of leave which she did not take under her present contract.

5.2 It was agreed that ********* should be offered a six-month contract, on the same terms as her present contract, subject to a 5% increase in salary, with the entitlement to add to the period of her leave the number of days of leave which she did not take under her present contract.

6
Recruitment of a C.E.O

A confidential record of the discussion was taken.

7
Establishment of a staffing committee
It was agreed that a staffing committee should be established to advise the President on the structure of staffing in order to facilitate the President in his consultations with the Chief Executive Officer-elect. The President would be mandated to ask her whether she wished to discuss the matter with the committee before her contract began. The committee, which would not be a standing committee, would advise on advertising but would not be involved in interviews. The staffing committee will consist of Nuala Kelly, lane Liddy and Tom O'Higgins.

8
Premises

Further to the recommendation of the premises committee set out in its report dated 14 February 2002 , it was agreed that the Commission would pursue the space available at Jervis House, Jervis St, Dublin 1. The possibility of additional space on a long term basis at the Commission temporary offices at 17-19 Lower Hatch St. remains under consideration by OPW.

9
Temporary website
It was agreed that the offer secured by the Commission for the construction of a temporary website, without any payment or acknowledgement of the identity of the designer of the site, should be accepted by the Commission. The Commission also agreed to accept the designers undertaking not to tender for the construction of the permanent website.

10
The Twenty-fifth Amendment of the Constitution (Protection of Human Life in Pregnancy) Bill, 2001

10.1 The Commission considered two texts prepared by members of the Commission. The texts set out different views on the Twenty-fifth Amendment of the Constitution (Protection of Human Life in Pregnancy) Bill, 2001. It was agreed that both texts would be published as a statement by the Commission on the Bill. The statement would indicate that the views expressed in the first part of the statement were the views of a substantial number of members and the views expressed in the second part were the view of several members of the Commission.

10.2 It was agreed that the statement would be sent out to the media immediately after the meeting.

(a) treatment of the elderly in public and private nursing homes

(b) emergency legislation including: (i) post - September 11 legislation (ii) existing legislation in Ireland.

12
Research

12.1 The Advisory Group provided for in the invitation to tender for research concerning the treatment of elderly in institutions was established. The members of the group are: Suzanne Egan (proposed - pending her consent), Nuala Kelly, Jane Liddy and Katherine Zappone. The group will perform the functions set out in the aforementioned invitation to tender. The invitation to tender document, including additional text required under public procurement guidelines, will be circulated to the group for comment tomorrow.

12.2 A sub-group on a Garda complaints mechanism was established. The members of sub-group are Michael Farrell and Fionnuala Ni Aoláin. The sub-group will formulate proposals on a Garda complaints mechanism for submission to the Commission and liaise with the Department of Justice Equality and Law Reform.

Note items 11, 12 (c), 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19,20 were not considered due to lack of time

