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Thursday, 27th May 2004
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At the commencement of proceedings the President, on behalf of the Commission, formally welcomed Maureen Harding Clark to membership of the Commission. The Commission also expressed its formal condolences to Mary Ruddy on the recent passing of her mother.

The President also informed the meeting that the Chief Executive was unwell and therefore unable to be present.

1.0        Minutes of the 37th Ordinary Meeting of the Human Rights Commission

1.1
The Minutes were approved subject to the following amendments.
(i)
At 5.3 by the deletion of point 1. The second point to be retained.
(ii) At 5.4, the paragraph to read as follows:

“The Convenor of the Ad Hoc Committee on Amicus Curiae, William Binchy, recommended to plenary that, it having considered the matter, the request to appear as amicus curiae, which the ad hoc committee had been established to consider, be refused under the revised guidelines and in particular the extent to which the court is likely to be assisted by the participation as amicus curiae of the Commission at the appeal. The Commission reached the view that, having considered the revised guidelines, the Commission’s participation would not greatly assist the court as the human rights issues are likely to be fully presented by Counsel for the applicant. The request was therefore refused for the reason advanced.”
2.0
Matters Arising from the Minutes
2.1
No matter arose.
3.0
Report of the Chief Executive.

The Senior Caseworker joined the meeting at this stage.
3.1
In the absence of the Chief Executive the Senior Caseworker spoke to the item on casework and proposed revised casework procedures for adoption. After discussion it was agreed that the matter would be deferred. Prior to the matter coming up for discussion again it was requested that a written proposal would be circulated, accompanied by senior counsel’s opinion.  Commissioner McGrory requested that the Casework Committee should consider the proposal and revert to plenary.
4.0       Matters for Mention by the President
4.1
In relation to the register of interests recently adopted by the Commission, the   President reminded Commissioners to return their completed copy to the General Administrator.

4.2
The President informed Commissioners that the International Monitoring Commission had requested a meeting with the Commission and that he had sought clarification as to what exactly the purpose of the meeting was to be. He indicated that he would circulate the response received to Commissioners on receipt.

4.3
The President reported from the Ad Hoc Committee which had been established to examine the adoption by the Commission of a scheme of performance related awards at Assistant Secretary level.   The Committee recommended the adoption of this scheme by the Commission and this was agreed.   The President informed the meeting that it would be necessary to appoint a special sub-Committee to progress this matter.   This sub-committee will include one external member.   This was approved.
4.4
It was agreed that the President would be convenor of the Research Committee in place of Jane Liddy.

4.5
In relation to the Commission’s Observations on the Citizenship Referendum the President noted that the initial response had been made in some haste and that in future he might consider holding special meetings of the Commission to discuss such matters. 


Suzanne Egan formally noted that she did not agreed with the legal analysis in the Commission’s Observations and that in future in such cases provision might be made to acknowledge minority opinions when publishing our submissions. This was agreed.

Tom O’Higgins expressed the view that Commissioners should be very careful to distance the Commission from any remarks they make publicly in a personal capacity, on a matter under consideration by the Commission, particularly prior to any curial decision of the Commission itself.
5.0
Reports from Committees
(i) Committee on the Administration of Justice
5.1
The President noted that the Committee had met and discussed the Transfer of Execution of Sentences Bill, 2003. It was agreed that this short document would be circulated to Commissioners and that any observations would be sent to the President by the Wednesday the 3rd of June at 12noon. It was further agreed that the President would then sign off on the Commission’s observations and forward them to the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform.

(ii) Review Committee 

5.2
In the absence of the Convenor, William Binchy, Tom O’Higgins reported that the committee had met and considered eight outstanding cases and affirmed the decision of the Casework Committee in seven cases on the grounds advanced. He noted that the Review Committee had substituted the ground for refusal in one case.
(v)
Racism Committee

5.3
Michael Farrell reported that the Committee had met and noted that the Department of Justice had forwarded to the Commission for its observations the draft National Action Plan Against Racism. He noted that it was hoped that draft observations would be available at the next plenary.
5.4
He noted that the Committee of Ministers’ Resolution in regard to Ireland’s compliance with the Framework Convention on National Minorities had been critical of traveller’s accommodation.

5.5
It was noted that, in relation to the proposed consultation meeting in Cork

later this year, the Committee were of the view that the matter merited further consideration and that they considered the meeting should be deferred to October.

5.6
It was agreed that Nuala Kelly would attend, as Commission representative,  the “Intercultural Europe” meeting being held in Dublin Castle organised by the NCCRI, the Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform and the EUMC.

(iii) Committee on Gender and Women’s Rights
5.7
Katherine Zappone informed the meeting that the Committee had met.
5.8
It was noted that in light of recent consultations the Committee would soon submit to the Research Committee a proposal in relation to research on prostitution.
5.9
Katherine Zappone spoke to the Commission’s draft observations on the Equality Bill which were circulated at the meeting. It was agreed that comments, if any, were to reach the President by the following Wednesday at noon and that the President could then sign off on the document and forward it to the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform. 
6.0
Reports from Meetings and Conferences
6.1
The President reported that he had given the key note speech at an EU Presidency conference the previous Monday on the subject of violence against women.
7.0       Disability Committee
7.1
In the absence of both the Chief Executive and Professor Quinn, this matter was deferred to the next meeting.
8.0       Matters for Inclusion on the Agenda of the Next Meeting

(i) Disability Committee

11.0
AOB

11.1
The President drew to the Commission’s attention a letter and enclosures received earlier that morning from the ICCL. It was agreed that the matter would be referred to the Committee on the Administration of Justice for consideration under policing generally. The President noted that some of the content referred to a possible request for enquiry and that that was a matter for the caseworkers, as per normal procedure.
11.2
It was agreed that the issue of the consultation process would be discussed at the next meeting. 

There being no further business the meeting ended at 1.00pm approximately.
