
Annual Report 2011 
 

 

 



1 

 

 

 

 

 



2 

 

 

Contents 

 
 

 

Foreword ....................................................................................................................................... 4 
 

1. Introduction .......................................................................................................................... 7 
 

2. Human Rights in Ireland: 2011 ........................................................................................ 11 
 

3. Role and Functions ............................................................................................................ 20 
 

4. The Commission ................................................................................................................. 22 
 

5. Research, Policy and Promotion ...................................................................................... 24 
 

6. Enquiries, Legal Services and Administration ............................................................... 39 
 

7. Appendices .......................................................................................................................... 60 
 



3 

 



4 

 

Foreword
 



5 

 



6 

 

 



7 

 

1. Introduction 
 



8 

 



9 

 



10 

 

 



11 

 

2. Human Rights in Ireland: 2011 
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a. IHRC Second Strategic Plan 2007-2011 

 

 

 

 

 

 

b. Executive Structure of the IHRC 
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5. Research, Policy and Promotion 

a. Research and Policy  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Legislative Observations 
 

Scheme of Vetting Bureau Bill 2011 
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http://www.ihrc.ie/newsevents/press/2011/10/10/ihrc-welcomes-draft-legislation-to-provide-statuto/


25 

 

Monitoring International Human Rights Obligations 

IHRC Report to UN Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination 



26 

 

UN Convention Against Torture 

 

 

 

Universal Periodic Review Project  



27 

 



28 

 

 

b. Awareness & Education 
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c. International Work 
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NHRIs and the EU Fundamental Rights Agency (FRA) 

 

 

NHRIs and the Organisation for Security & Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) 
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Arab-European NHRI Dialogue 

www.aehrd.ie

 

 

Meetings with European and International Organisations 

d. Joint Committee with the Northern Ireland Human Rights 

Commission 
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6. Enquiries, Legal Services and Administration 

a. Enquiries and Legal Services 
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Legal Assistance Provided 
 

EC v Cashel Town Council, Ireland and the Attorney General 
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Contact with Statutory Bodies 

Figure 6: Table of Communications with Statutory Bodies 

Enquiries 
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Section 6(1) of the European Convention on Human Rights Act 2003  
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Fashade v The Minister for Justice and Law Reform & Ors, Balogun v The 
Minister for Justice and Law Reform, Sarumi v The Minister for Justice 
and Law Reform, Oboh v The Minister for Justice and Law Reform & Ors, 
Efeh v The Minister for Justice and Law Reform & Ors, Human Rights 
Commission – Notice Party  
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McEvoy v Ireland, the Attorney General, The Clinical Director of St 
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Digital Rights Ireland Limited v The Minister for Communications, Marine 
and Natural Resources, The Minister for Justice, Equality and Law 
Reform, The Commissioner of An Garda Síochána, Ireland and the 
Attorney General  



51 

 

 
Pullen v Dublin City Council 

Pro Bono Counsel  

European Court of Human Rights Interventions 
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Gauer v France (Application No. 61521/08 - - European Court of Human 
Rights) 
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Policy initiatives emanating from casework 
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Education and School Enrolment 
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Review of the Criminal Law (Insanity) Act 2006 

Whistleblowing 

Detention of people with a communicable disease 
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European Court Reform 
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b. Administration 

Corporate Services 
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7. Appendices 
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Appendix 2 - IHRC Committees as of 31 December 2010 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1  Finance, Audit & General Purposes Committee 
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  2 Racism, Trafficking & Migration Committee 

  Members: 
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  Terms of Reference: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3 Justice Committee 

Members: 

Terms of Reference: 
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4 Casework Committee: 

Members: 

Terms of Reference: 
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5. Awareness and Education Committee 

Members:  

Terms of Reference:  
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Appendix 3 - IHRC Staff in 2011 

Enquiries, Legal Services and Administration Division 

 

Research, Policy and Promotion Division 
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IHRC Project Contractors in 2011 
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Appendix 4 - The Paris Principles 

 
Principles relating to the Status of National Institutions (The Paris Principles)  



74 

 



75 

 



76 

 

 

 

 

 



77 

 

Appendix 5 - Annual Statement to the Minister for Justice, 
Equality and Defence on the Code of Practice for the Governance 
of State Bodies 
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Appendix 6 – Draft Financial Statements for Year ended 31 
December 2011 

 

Statement of the Responsibilities of the Human Rights Commission  
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Statement on Internal Financial Control

Responsibility for the Systems of Internal Financial Controls   
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Annual Review of Controls         
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Statement of Accounting Policies and Principles     
     

General         

Basis of Accounting         

Oireachtas Grants         

Tangible Fixed Assets         

Capital Account         
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Human Rights Commission 
Income & Expenditure Account for the year ended 31 December 2011 
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Human Rights Commission 
Balance Sheet as at 31 December 2011 
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Human Rights Commission      

Notes to the Financial Statements for the Year Ended 31 December 2011 
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Human Rights Commission    

Notes to the Financial Statements for the Year Ended 31 December 
2011 
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