Minutes of the 8th ordinary meeting of the Commission - 24 January 2002 Mansion House Dublin
11am - 6pm

Apologies:

Fionnuala Ni Aolain

Present:
Judge Barrington, Olive Braiden, William Binchy, Martin ColIins, Robert Daly, Suzanne Egan, Michael Farrell, Nuala Kelly, Jane Liddy, Clodach McGrory
, Tom O'Higgins, Gerard Quinn, Mervyn Taylor, Katherine Zappone

Staff:


Grainne Blessing, Sophie Magennis

1.
Minutes of the 6th and 7th ordinary meeting of the Commission
The minutes of the 7th ordinary meeting were approved as an accurate record of the meeting. The minutes of the 6th ordinary meeting were signed.

2
Matters arising from the minutes of the 7th ordinary meeting of the Commission
No comments

3
Administrator's Report

Permanent Premises for the Commission

It was agreed that space available at Jervis House would be pursued and that the property committee would continue to examine any other possible options. The administrator would look into the possibility of the Commission retaining an agent to assist it in securing 

premises.

4
Recruitment of the C.E.O

A confidential record of the discussion was taken.

5
The Twenty-fifth Amendment of the Constitution (Protection of Human Life in Pregnancy) Bill, 2001

5.1 There was a lengthy discussion during which diverse views were expressed both on the Bill and on the question of whether the Commission should issue a statement outlining its observations on the Bill. A consensus view was not reached on either of these points.

5.2 There was, however, general support for the idea of issuing of a statement on the Bill. It was agreed that two draft texts would be prepared. Katherine Zappone would prepare a text outlining concerns regarding the following provisions in the Bill: the criminalisation provision, the exclusion of the ground of self-destruction and the retention of the right to travel. William Binchy would prepare a text reflecting the views of Commissioners who may not wish to align themselves with the text to be prepared by KZ and/or who were, inprinciple, against the issuing of a statement. Both texts would be submitted to the secretariat and circulated internally before the next meeting of the Commission.
5.3 The Commission will resume consideration of this item - in the light of the draft texts prepared - at its next meeting.

6
Rules of Procedure

~   This item was adjourned until the next meeting of the Commission in order to allow time for consideration of further written comments received on the draft rules.

7
Research proposals (a)
Treatment of the elderly in public and private nursing homes

7.1 Amendments to the draft tender advertisement were made and it was agreed that Jane Liddy would send the revised version to the secretariat. The add will then be sent to an advertising agency for publication.

 7.2 The tender will specify that copyright rest with the Commission.

7.3 It was noted that the Commission may require assistance to assess tender proposals received.

(b)emergency legislation including:(i) post ​September 11 legislation (ii) existing legislation in Ireland.

7.4 Consideration of this item was adjourned until the Commission's next meeting.

II Joint Equality and Human Rights Forum Research Project

7.5 It was agreed that the Commission would participate in the Joint Equality Research project on discrimination against multiple identity group and propose as a topic for its individual research project “ children with disabilities and the right to education". This topic would be proposed to the Equality Authority, the body co-ordinating the project, for their observations.

8
NIHRC Bill of Rights for Northern Ireland

Commissioners were invited to prepare comments on the Bill of Rights.

9
IHRC observations on the proposed Garda training scheme

At the suggestion of Fionnuala Ni Aoláin, the Gardai are to be invited to meet with members of the Commission to discuss the Commission's observations on the proposed Garda training scheme.

10
Independent Garda Ombudsman Bill 2001
It was noted that a memo on the Minister's proposals for a new Garda complaints mechanism, prepared by MichaeI Farrell, had been circulated to all Commissioners.

11
Irish Penal Reform Trust Report: "Out of mind: out of sight"

Consideration of item was adjourned pending a reply to the Commission's letter to the IPRT concerning the report.

12
Report of the Consultant on the IHRC's initial priorities and work programme
It was noted that the consultant was keen to meet with the Commission to follow-up her report on the Commission's initial priorities and work programme. It was agreed that the Commission would discuss the report internally first at a future meeting.

13
Correspondence received including requests for meetings with the Commission
13.1 The President updated the Commission on correspondence received from Clare County Council.

13.2 In response to the news that the Danish Government plan to re-locate the Danish Centre for Human Rights within its Ministry of Foreign Affairs and end its "own country" work, the President noted that Mary Robinson, UNHCHR and the representatives of national human institutions attending a meeting in Copenhagen on 17 January 2002 (including the NIHRC and IHRC) had written to the Danish authorities expressing concern. The President has written to the Danish Centre offering support.

13.3 It was agreed that the President would write to the following expressing concern; An Taoiseach, the Minister for Foreign Affairs, the Prime Minister of Denmark, and Pat Cox MEP.

13.4 The President will write to Mary Robinson, UNHCHR, to encourage her to seek a further term as High Commissioner.

13.5 Requests for meetings have been received from Amnesty International Irish Section, the Evangelical Alliance and Parental Equality. These requests will be acceded to.

13.6
The President will write to Geraldine Larkin, who recently moved from the Human Rights Division to the Law  Reform Division of the Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform, to thank her for her assistance to the Commission while at the Human Rights Unit.

13.7 The Commission has received a request to write a letter in support of a candidate standing for election to a UN Committee. Given that the Commission is not aware of the other candidates standing for the post, the Commission decided to take no action.

14
Meetings, conferences etc.

14.1 Nuala Kelly submitted a report on her participation at the preparatory meeting of the Steering Committee of the European Coordinating Group of National Human Rights Institutions in Copenhagen on 17 January 2002 (Brice Dickson, Chief Commissioner of the NIHRC also attended the meeting). She reported that the following decisions had been taken regarding the next meeting of the European National Human Rights Institutions and the Second Roundtable with the Council of Europe - to be held on the Island of Ireland in November 2002:Date and venues: Belfast and Dublin (Dublin Castle) on 15 and 16 November 2002 respectively. Themes: Asylum seekers, ethnic minorities, the role of human rights institutions in conflict resolution. In addition, it was suggested that the issue of guarding against interference by state authorities be discussed.

Invitation lists - the list of domestic NGOs is to be compiled by this Commission and the NIHRC. The list of international NGOs will be compiled together with the Danish Centre for Human Rights.

14.2 National human rights institutions have been requested to feed back on their activities aimed at combating racism for the Sixth international conference of national human rights institutions to be held in Copenhagen and Lund on 10 and 13 April 2002.

14.3 A conference on disability will be hosted by the Department of Foreign Affairs in Dublin in February/March 2002.

14.4 The Equality Authority, NCCRI and the Human Rights Commission will co-host an event to re-launch the documents from the World Conference on Racism on February 72002. Michael Farrell and Sophie Magennis will speak at the event.

14.5 A planning meeting for the next meeting of the European National Human Rights Institutions and the Second Roundtable with the Council of Europe - to be held on the Island of Ireland in November 2002 - will be held in Strasbourg shortly. Sophie Magennis is to attend.

I Present until the consideration of item 5





